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STARRETT STARS 
WITH BURNETTE 


Here’s good news for Wes- 
tern fans! Columbia Pictures 
has teamed Charles Starrett, the 
Durango Kid to millions of 
youngsters (and oldsters, too), 
and Smiley Burnette, popular 
screen buddy of cowboy stars, 
Gene Autry and Roy Rogers. 
Their first picture together is 
“Roaring Rangers,” and_ it’s 
COMINGS tOl then Theatre 
ON assess 

Advance reports have been 
saying that Smiley brings along 
his dozens of musical instru- 
ments and his famous horse, 
Black-Eyed Nellie. Charlie Star- 
rett, of course, takes care of the 
action, and we_ hear there’s 
plenty of it in this film. 

The story takes place during 
the railroad land boom of the 
last century with the Durango 
Kid pitted against three villains 
and their henchmen. With the 
aid of his pal, Smiley, the “Kid” 
brings law and order to a town 
which had been wide-open for 
‘and- grabbing, gun - shooting 
renegades. 

Merle Travis and His Bronco 
Busters, Western musical ag- 
gregation, are said to hit a 
bull’s-eye with their novelty 
acts. The original screenplay 
was written by Barry Shipman, 
and Ray Nazarro directed. 


(Review) 


ACE WESTERNERS 
THRILL FANS 


The West’s most exciting 
new team has come to town in 
Columbia Pictures’ “Roaring 
Rangers,” which started yester- 
day -at=the =... 3 Theatre. 

Quick on the draw in a fight 
or a frolic, the Durango Kid 
(Charles Starrett) and Smiley 
(Smiley Burnette) bring you 
double-barrelled wild West 
thrill-fun. It was a good idea 
for Columbia to team these two 
players, each one a star in his 
own right. They play well to- 
gether. 

Their first picture has been 
done up extra special too, with 
lots of hard-riding, two-fisted 
heroism and four swell tunes. 
Merle Travis and His Bronco 
Busters help out with the mel- 
ody portions. It’s an outdoor 
show that’s got music... ac- 
HOt. |,.and fan. 

The story takes place in those 
lawless days of the railroad 
land boom. When the Durango 
Kid is called into the fray on 
the side of a terrorized citizen- 
ry, he finds himself up against 
almost overwhelming odds. But 
with the methodical courage of 
the undaunted, he sees that jus- 
tice is done in speedy order. 

Barry Shipman’s swiftly-pac- 
ed original screenplay was di- 
rected by Ray Nazarro. 


Starrett Holds Contract Record 


Charles Starrett holds the 
record, among contemporary 
stars of Western films, for hav- 
ing ridden high in popularity 
ior the longest consecutive per- 
iod at one studio. With his cur- 


time with Smiley Burnette at the 


rent film, now playing at the 
aire ee Theatre, “Roaring Ran- 
gers,’ in which he teams with 
Smiley Burnette, Starrett is 
starting his eleventh year with 
Columbia Pictures. 


Roaring Rangers Mat 2-A 
Charles Starrett, as the Durango Kid, brings double-barrelled action and thrills 
to Columbia Pictures’ "Roaring Rangers" in which he is teamed for the first 


Theatre. 


Starrett-Burnette Mat I-A 


Charles Starrett and Smiley Burnette 
are teamed for the first time in 
Columbia Pictures’ "Roaring Ran- 
gers," currently playing at the .......... 
Theatre, 


(Reader) 


Supply of ‘Heavies’ 
Meets Big Demand 


While many other commodi- 
ties are not too plentiful these 
days, heavies are a dime-a-doz- 
en in the Columbia Pictures’ 
Western, ‘Roaring Rangers,” 
which co-stars Charles Starrett 
and Smiley Burnette at the ........ 
Theatre. 

Instead of one leading villain 
to hinder Starrett in the prog- 
ress of the story, there are 
three. To add to Charlie’s haz- 
ards, a host of equally rough 
henchmen aid and abet the trio 
of badmen. 

“The more the merrier,” says 
Starrett. 


CAST 


Steve Randell (The Durango 
Kid) .. CHARLES STARRETT 
Smiley Butterbeam 
SMILEY BURNETTE 
Doris Connor .... Adelle Roberts 
Sheriff Jeff Connor 
Jack Rockwell 
Bill Connor .... Edward Cassidy 
Larry Connor .... Mickey Kuhn 
Ed. Cobb 
Ted Mapes 
Gerald Mackey 
Outlaw Leader Bob Wilke 
and 
Merle Travis and His 


Bronco Busters 


STAFF 


Original Screenplay by Barry 
Shipman; Directed by Ray Na- 
zarro; Assistant Director, James 
Nicholson; Director of Photo- 
graphy, George Kelley; Film 
Editor, Jerome Thoms; Art Di- 
rector, Charles Clague; Sound 
Engineer, Howard Fogetti; Pro- 
duced by Colbert Clark. 
A COLUMBIA PICTURE 


(Reader) 
FROG CROAKS; 
SMILEY IS BORN 


The Frog is dead, long live 
the Smiley. 

Kids throughout the country 
who for years have followed the 
doings of one Frog Millhouse 
in Western films are going to 
meet him under a new name— 
his own, as a matter of fact, 
—henceforth. 

In signing a contract with 
Columbia Pictures to co-star in 
a series of Westerns. with 
Charles Starrett, Smiley Bur- 
nette elected to use his own 
name from here on, instead of 
his old, well-known character 
moniker. 

Despite the demise of the 
Frog, his battered, upturned 
Stetson, his checkered shirts, 
his baggy black trousers and 
his boots will continue with 
Smiley. At times during the 
shooting of ‘Roaring Rangers,” 
the first film co-starring Star- 
rett and Burnette, and now 
playing sate the. -2.,5.: Theatre, 
the ghost of the Frog lingered 
about the set. That was when 
Smiley used the famous croak- 
ing tone in his voice. 


eS ee 


Smiley Gives Out 


Whenever Smiley Burnette is 
around, fans expect music. They 
get it, too, in Columbia Pictures’ 
“Roaring Rangers,” which 
teams up Charles Starrett and 
Smiley for the first time and ts 
currently playing at the ............ 
Theatre. The four tunes heard 
in the film are “Lazy Daily 
Dozen,” by Smiley, “The New 
Ten Gallon Hat,” by Lee Pen- 
ny, Bob Wills and Burnette, 
and two public domain songs, 
“Listen to the Mocking Bird” 
and “The Old Chisholm Trail.” 


STORY 


(Not for Publication) 
When Jeff Connor of Powder 


River cannot stop the crime 
wave, his young son writes to 
the Durango Kid for aid. Tag- 
gart, the local saloon-keeper 
is the secret head of the out- 
laws, while Connor's own broth- 
er, Bill, is in cahoots with him. 

Steve Randell (Charles: Star- 
rett), the Durango Kid, and 
his buddy, Smiley Butterbeam 
(Smiley Burnette), arrive to 
fight off a stagecoach robbery. 
Steve is made deputy sheriff. 

One of Taggart's men, Slade, 
poses as the Durango Kid. 
While he addresses the towns- 
people, the outlaw band _ pil- 
lages the town. 

At Steve's suggestion, Sher- 
iff Connor visits the Governor 
about a railroad construction 
project. Taggart instructs Slade 
to kill Connor on his return. 
Steve outwits the outlaws; Tag- 
gart and his gang are arrested. 


(Running Time: 55 minutes) 


EXPLOITATION 


FAVORITE TUNES 


Here are three perennial musical favorites fea- 
tured in “Roaring Rangers” and sung by Smiley 
Burnette with Merle Travis and His Bronco Bus- 
ters: “The New Ten Gallon Hat” (published by 
Broadcast Music Inc.), “Listen to the Mocking 
Bird” and “Old Chisholm Trail.” Make up a 
colorful card for your lobby listing these three 
popular tunes. Be sure to include full picture and 
playdate credits. 


LOBBY SET-PIECE 


Cash in on Columbia Pictures’ new Western team 
of Charles Starrett and Smiley Burnette by mak- 
ing this attractive, inexpensive display for your 
lobby and out front. Cut out a one-sheet, mount 
on compo board and insert the picture panels with 
a group of production stills. 


SNIPE WESTERNS 


Arrange with the local magazine distributor to 


snipe his Western publications with copy similar 
to this: ‘These Thrilling Western Stories Are 
Loaded with Action! So Is Columbia Pictures’ 
‘Roaring Rangers,’ Coming to the State Theatre 
Friday!” 


SELL SMILEY! 


Smiley Burnette, popu- 
lar hillbilly singer, 
makes his initial ap- 
pearance with Charles 
Starrett in “Roaring 
Rangers.” Take advan- 
tage of this by concen- 
trating your efforts on 
the following songs, 
written and _ recorded 
by Smiley, published by 
Broadcast Music, Inc., 580 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, N. Y., and recorded by the American Re- 
cording Artists: 


“Do You Want My Heart?" (4002) 

"It's My Lazy Day" (4003) 

"I Hope You're Having Fun Hurting Me" (4004) 
"I'm A Stranger Here Myself" (4005) 


Channel your efforts through these three sources: 


1. Contact the music shops in town and arrange for them to 
feature Smiley Burnette's sheet music and recordings a week 
before your playdate. Supply the shops with Prod. Still Nos. 
37, 48, 54, 65, 66 (illustrated) and 67 plus attractive "Roaring 
Rangers" credit cards for window and counter displays. 


2. Get a radio station manager to run an all-Smiley Burnette plat- 
ter-chatter program. You might also interest him in getting a 
hillbilly program to feature Burnette's songs. 


3. Tag Western action radio shows and hillbilly programs emanat- 
ing from, or piped through your local station, with playdate 
plugs. 


Remember: Your job is to promote ‘Roaring 
Rangers.” Make certain you get your theatre, 
playdate and picture credits. 


ACTION STILLS 


The special set of 25 production stills, playing up 
the action of “Roaring Rangers,” is fine for pub- 
licity, tie-ups, contests. Order from 

NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE 


ACTION TRAILER 


This pulse-stirring action trailer will bring ‘em 
back for more of “Roaring Rangers.” Order now 
from your nearest branch of 


NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE 
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